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Please delete/insert information as appropriate

Press Release		Issued: (insert date)

Calling all garden lovers!  (Name of School) invites the public to view their Open Pocket Garden to raise money for (charity name/good cause)
(Name of School/group) is a finalist in national environmental charity Keep Scotland Beautiful’s Pocket Garden Design Competition and for the first time this year, will join forces with open gardens fundraising charity, Scotland’s Gardens Scheme.
Keep Scotland Beautiful has been running the Pocket Garden Design Competition for a decade as part of our Climate Action Schools programme.  The competition provides a great way to connect children and young people with food and nature while creating a focus for Learning for Sustainability.   Schools with winning designs grow and build their garden and then film or photograph it to be displayed in our online interactive showcase garden. The public and schools across Scotland then visit the showcase to vote for their 3 favourite gardens.
Pupils from (class/age/group) have worked together to design and create a mini garden with a powerful message. (The garden’s design is…..describe the garden briefly).  The school is inviting the local community to come and see the garden, to celebrate the achievements of the group in creating their mini garden, and to raise funds for (name/description of cause). 
The Pocket Garden can be seen at (address/directions) and will be open from (opening time) to (closing time). (There will be a plant stall and refreshments.). Visitors are invited to make a donation. 
(Pupil/teacher name) said: “(Insert quote here about why they have decided to open the garden for the chosen cause and what they hope people will enjoy about it.)”
Barry Fisher, CEO of Keep Scotland Beautiful said, “We are delighted to be working with Scotland’s Gardens Scheme for the first time this year to share the joy and creativity of our Pocket Garden Design Competition with more people.  Pocket Gardens must re-use something, be good for wildlife and include food for people, all while showing this year’s theme of Heritage.  Schools met that design challenge with fabulous style, imagination, and humour.  I’d really encourage you to go and see how young people transformed their designs into real gardens - you might be able to pick up some innovative sustainable gardening ideas.”
Liz Stewart, Chief Executive of Scotland’s Gardens Scheme said: ‘We are very excited to partner with Keep Scotland Beautiful for the first time to celebrate this inspiring programme and welcome schools to share their Open Pocket Gardens on the Scotland’s Gardens Scheme website and with the wider public. Children and young people are the future of gardening and the environment and it’s truly uplifting to see such a creative response to environmental challenges, and to combine that opportunity with philanthropy and fundraising.’
Scotland’s Gardens Scheme facilitates the opening of gardens throughout Scotland, principally private ones not normally open to the public, to raise funds for the benefit of charity. From large estates to urban wildlife havens, to allotments, school and community gardens, contemporary and cottage gardens, Scotland’s Gardens Scheme has a garden for every interest.
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NOTES FOR EDITORS
About Keep Scotland Beautiful
1. Keep Scotland Beautiful is your charity inspiring action for our environment.  We work with you to help combat climate change, tackle litter and waste, restore nature and biodiversity and improve places.  Further details at www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org
2. Keep Scotland Beautiful is a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation (SCIO): Number SC030332.
3. Keep Scotland Beautiful supports the ambitions of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, or Global Goals.
4. Media enquiries to press@keepscotlandbeautiful.org, Suzanne Roberts on 07730 289225 or Ciaran Vance 7522 333386

About Scotland’s Gardens Scheme
For further media information on Scotland’s Gardens Scheme please contact info@scotlandsgardens.org or 0131 226 3714
https://scotlandsgardens.org
Scotland’s Gardens Scheme raises money for other charities by facilitating the opening of large and small gardens of horticultural interest throughout Scotland to the public. Most are privately owned and are normally inaccessible to the public at other times. Funds raised go to over 220 charities each year, including Scotland’s Gardens Scheme core beneficiaries, The Queen’s Nursing Institute Scotland, Maggie’s and Perennial.
Visitors can plan their days out to participating gardens by clicking onto scotlandsgardens.org. Click on which area you’d like to visit and details of all gardens opening locally will be displayed, with opening hours, online map and key details. Garden highlights can also be found on:
· YouTube https://www.youtube.com/c/ScotlandsGardensScheme  
· Twitter @ScotGardens  
· Instagram ScotlandGardenScheme 
· Facebook @ScotlandsGardens. 
· Instagram @scotlandgardenscheme
.
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