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Scotland’'s Gardens Scheme is a charity dedicated

to helping people open their gardens, raising funds for
hundreds of charities each year, through garden gate
tickets, plant sales and teas. We have a small team of
staff who work hard to support our District Volunteer
Teams and our Garden Openers, with advice, practical
support and resources. All of our garden open days raise
funds to support our core beneficiary charities and the
costs of running our own charity, enabling us to keep
on supporting our volunteers and garden owners.

Our main beneficiaries are:

° [ESYEENS T The Queen's Nursing Institute Scotland
IS,\ICS(T)ELI}/T\E\ID dedicated to promoting excellence in community

nursing to improve the health and wellbeing
of people in Scotland.

‘ Maggie's

, providing free cancer support and information
M AG Gl E S in centres across the UK and online.

Everyone’s home of cancer care

Helping people Perennial
r’ in horticulture helping people who work in horticulture,

and their families, when times get tough.

Find out more about Scotland’'s Gardens Scheme:
Visit our website - scotlandsgardens.org
Receive our e-newsletters by signing up on the website

Follow us on social media
Instagram

Y Facebook

€ Twitter

@ YouTube



Why open your garden with
Scotland’s Gardens Scheme

We've been helping people to open their
gardens since 1931!

You'll join a great tradition of over 90 years
of opening gardens for charity.

You can choose to raise funds solely for
Scotland's Gardens Scheme and our core
beneficiaries, Maggie's, the Queen's Nursing
Institute Scotland and Perennial.

Alternatively, you can choose which charity you
would like to support, with up to 60% of funds
raised going to your charity of choice and the
remainder going to Scotland’'s Gardens Scheme
charity and beneficiaries. We raise around
£350,000 each year for charity.

You'll be a part of a network of garden
enthusiasts throughout Scotland, with around
1000 volunteers and Garden Openers taking
part each year.

You'll also be part of one of the country's
longest-standing volunteer communities.

Your garden open days will be covered by
Scotland's Gardens Scheme's Public Liability
insurance.

You'll be mentored and supported by a
wonderful team of local volunteers and by
our dedicated staff team.

You'll have access to a wide range of resources
to help you make your open garden a success.

Your garden will be promoted in print, online
and on social media.

You will be invited to join us for special garden
visits, our annual conference and our Online
Garden Club.




W hat we are

looking for

We welcome interesting gardens of all shapes,
sizes and styles! We are proud to include a huge
range of gardens in our annual programme, from
cottages to castles; community gardens and
allotments to re-wilded gardens and designed
landscapes; walled gardens in the country and
hidden urban havens.

Our visitors gain inspiration from their garden visits;
they enjoy features such as planting schemes,
garden design, use of seating, water and art in the
garden,; different gardening techniques and even

a veg patch or well-turned compost heap. Visitors
love the opportunity to visit places usually hidden
from the public eye and to meet the people behind
the gardens, sharing gardening tips and sometimes
even a plant or two.

\WWe recommend that a garden open day should
offer interest for at least a 30-45 minute visit.
Your local volunteer District Organiser will meet
with you to discuss your interest in opening your
garden. They will advise you on what is involved
in opening your garden and be able to answer
all your questions.

Opening as a group or village

If you feel that your garden is too small or you're
not feeling confident in going it alone, why not
persuade the neighbours to join in? We have
many groups of gardens opening and this is very
popular with visitors:

Villages choose a suitable day or weekend to
open a selection of gardens.

Town gardens may open together, with several
gardens on the same street or neighbourhood.

Rural gardens close together may open on
the same day - for example, we have an East
Lothian Trio' of gardens that opens together
one day per month from spring to autumn.

The support
you ll receive

Our District Volunteer Teams

Scotland's Gardens Scheme is made up of a
network of amazing volunteers around Scotland,
organised into District Teams. They advise Garden
Openers on what to expect and how best to plan
your open days. They also liaise with Head Office
to provide details to add to our national programme
of garden open days.

Some Districts have event volunteers who may
be able to help you out at an open day - do ask
your District Organiser to advise and we encourage
garden owners to enlist family and friends to help
out with your opening. You may also consider
approaching the charity you are supporting,

so that they can be involved too, perhaps by
having a presence on the day or promoting it.

The District Team has a collection of banners,
arrows and signs that can be lent for your open
day. They will distribute posters to promote your
opening and will provide you with some for your
own use to distribute locally.

Our Treasurers manage the funds raised, ensuring
that all funds are entered into our database and
that Garden Openers' beneficiary charities are paid.

Our Head Office Team

We have a small, very friendly team based in
Edinburgh and we are always on hand to advise
and help where we can. We are responsible for
creating all publicity and supporting our network
of volunteers and garden owners,



Promotion

If you join in with Scotland's Gardens Scheme,
you will be included in our print and online
publicity materials.

You will be:

Given a dedicated listing page on our website
with a selection of images.

Listed in our famous Yellow Book.

Included in our national leaflet, distributed
all over Scotland.

Mentioned in press and PR activities.

Included in our twice-monthly national e-news
and monthly regional e-news.

Promoted in our social media channels and we
encourage social media users to tag us so we
can share up to date garden images and news.

Resources

We can provide a range of resources to help you
organise your open day. At the beginning of the
season, we will send you a link to online resources
and downloadable document (hard copies available
on request), on a range of topics, for example:

Downloadable signs to print at home
(e.g. arrows, Teas, No Entry etc).

‘How To' sheets - such as guidance on how
to run a Plant Sale, Teas etc.

Activity sheets for children.
Recipes.
Information on insurance and risk assessments.

What to do if you need to cancel.

Resources for your open day

We have many resources available to borrow
from your local District Team or from Head Office,
including:

Banners, signs and arrows.

Maps and tickets (produced by Head Office
for village and group open days).

Garden Owner and Volunteer badges.

We provide your own bespoke posters for
your open day to share in your local areas.

Hi-vis vests (useful for parking attendants
and stewards).




Planning your
garden opening

Your District Organiser will be

a great help in advising you on the
different options for your garden,
your area and your needs, so you
can plan accordingly.

You can choose:

What

A simple garden open day is the most common
way of holding a fundraising event.

You might consider adding a few plants for sale
to help raise more funds.

Teas and refreshments are also very popular.
Your chosen charity may be able to help with this
or your friends may be willing to bake for you.

Any other features - are dogs allowed;
accessibility; special features in your garden.

How

Opening on one or more specific dates is the
most straightforward way of opening and easiest
to promote.

You can open ‘by arrangement’' where visitors
get in touch to arrange a date and time with
the owner. This can work well but you do need
to work harder to promote in your local area
(we can provide posters and flyers for you to
share in local outlets or with local groups,
such as gardening societies, ramblers or U3A).

Choose your ticket price - you can discuss
this with your District Organiser.

Cashless payments and advance bookings -
we still find that cash is the most popular option
for visitors but Head Office can advise.

When

Weekends are typically busier than weekdays
so if (for example) your parking is limited,
a weekday might suit you better.

One-off or a series of dates - you could open
for a single day or multiple dates through the
summer or year.

Many Garden Openers find that having done
the hard work, why not open for two days?
This can lessen the risk of being rained off if
you have poor weather on one day. You might
also consider opening for longer than just an
afternoon. For example, opening from 10 - 5
could mean that more visitors are able to
attend than if you opened from 2 - 5.

Where the money goes

You can choose to donate 100% of funds raised to
Scotland's Gardens Scheme and our beneficiaries
- we are proud to support Maggie's, Perennial and
the Queen's Nursing Institute Scotland.

Alternatively, you may choose your charity - up
to 607% of funds raised may be donated to your
charity or cause of choice, with the remaining
40% going to support Scotland's Gardens
Scheme charity and our core beneficiary charities.

What's next?
We do hope you decide to join us!

All you need to do is complete the form provided by
your District Organiser and we will get the ball rolling.
If you have further questions, please do get in touch
via the contact details on the back.



HOW IT ALL WORKS
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What our Garden Openers are saying..
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We did our best and worked hard. The
weather was perfect, and the baking of my
generous girlfriends was SUPERB! We had
120 adults, 8 children and 4 dogs visiting.
The oldest lvisitor] was 101 years old and
the youngest, 1 year 8 months. We made
£1278 in total and had extremely positive
feedback from our visitors.”

First-time opener

Tatyana Aplin.

Design and Illustration: The Port Creative

Your local contact:

In the last few years, our garden at
Whitewin House Girvan has been part
of Scotland'’s Gardens Scheme Ayrshire
summer openings. This now gives us
the opportunity to expand our charity
work annually, in supporting Scotland’s
Gardens Scheme and its beneficiaries.
Looking forward to continued openings,
and welcoming new and old visitors for
years to come.”

The garden openers at Whitewin House, Girvan,
International Mezzo-soprano Linda Finnie, and her
brother Graeme Finnie, professional organist and
music tutor.

We had a very successful garden opening
yesterday. 235 visitors and have made just
over £2000 It was very busy and as

we are in a town, most people could

walk to the gardens. We had visitors

from Aberdeen, Edinburgh and Kippen.”

The openers of three gardens from Helensburgh
who joined forces to welcome visitors.

Head Office enquiries:
Info@scotlandsgardens.org
0131 226 3714

OV
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Scotlandsgardens.org
SC049866


www.theportcreative.com



